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To the City of San Diego Planning Department, 

We propose that the words “community farms and gardens” be included 

in the City of San Diego General Plan as described below. 

It is often proclaimed that San Diego is America’s Finest City.  It may also 

be said that we have one of America’s finest growing climates, with year-

round sunshine providing fuel for photosynthesis upon which all of our lives 

are ultimately dependent.  On the other hand, our growing population 

puts ever-increasing demands on our environment.  

The City’s new General Plan, currently in draft stages, indicates an increase 

in residential and industrial land uses, while agricultural land use is expected 

to decline by nearly half.  At this point, we might do well to ask, how can we 

achieve a more sustainable future without compromising our relationship 

with nature?  Urban agriculture, with all that it offers in terms of healthier 

communities and educational opportunities, may be the answer; however, 

in order to translate this idea into green growing spaces, a supportive 

framework within the City government must exist.

Community farms and gardens are already a successful land use within 

San Diego County.  We have thriving community gardens from Escondido 

to Imperial Beach; we have diverse approaches to growing food from the 

Cambodian Community Garden to the ethno-botany of the WorldBeat 

Center Children’s Garden; and we have large scale farming potential from 

the historic Adobe Rancho at Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve to National 

City’s Stein Family Farm.  Unfortunately, we have no accessible mechanism 

for neighborhoods to pursue new food growing projects within the City and 

we lack comprehensive commitment to community farms and gardens 

within the Open Space, Recreation, and Conservation Elements of the 

General Plan.

Our research, however, has revealed dozens of cities embracing 

community farms and gardens within their Comprehensive/General Plans, 

for instance:

Portland, Oregon’s Community Gardens Program was created in 

1975 through an ordinance passed by the City Council.  It includes 

the management of 29 community gardens, 2/3 of which are owned 

by the Parks Department while the rest are owned by government 

agencies, private landholders and non-profits.

Chicago, Illinois reworked their Open Space Plan to encourage “a 

garden in every neighborhood” with the goal of 1,000 community 

gardens within the city limits.

Seattle, Washington highlights community gardens in one of their 

Comprehensive Plan goals, calling for “one dedicated community 

garden for each 2,500 households.”  

These examples encouraged us to evaluate the City of San Diego’s 

General Plan and make recommendations as to the most appropriate 

way to include community farms and gardens in our city’s development.  



After careful consideration, we feel that the best strategy for including and 

encouraging community farms and gardens is simply to insert the language 

within the existing framework.

We would like to see the words “community farms and gardens” inserted 

in the following existing contexts within the General Plan of the City of San 

Diego:

In the Recreation Element…

RE-D.2.  Work with local school districts, colleges, and universities to expand 

development of on-campus joint use recreation facilities including multi-

purpose courts, parking lots, multi-purpose athletic fields, and community 

farms and gardens.

RE-D.7.  Design public facilities, such as municipal water storage facilities, 

public parking structures and libraries, to incorporate recreational elements, 

such as children’s play areas, rooftop parks, courts and arenas, plazas, mini-

parks, and community farms and gardens.

RE-D.8.  Pursue partnerships and agreements with public agencies and not-

for-profit entities to provide additional recreational space within the City such 

as parks, greenbelts, trail connections, parkways, bike paths, community 

farms and gardens, and other recreation facilities.  Potential partners for 

recreation land and facilities may include, but are not limited to: 

Table RE-3 under Alternatives for Equivalencies in Neighborhood and 

Community Parks:

• Facilities not normally associated with a neighborhood park but provide 

additional neighborhood recreational opportunities, such as a rooftop 

recreation area or garden, community farms and gardens, or basketball 

and tennis courts in non-traditional locations

• Facilities not normally associated with a community park but provide 

additional community recreational opportunities, such as a community 

farm or garden, a rooftop soccer/roller arena, rooftop tennis complex or 

garden.

RE-F.6.  Pursue opportunities to develop mini-parks.

a.  Identify underutilized City lands with potential for use as mini-parks, 

pocket parks, and community farms and gardens. 

              

b. Encourage community participation in development and 

maintenance of City-owned mini-parks, and community farms and 

gardens. 

…and in the Conservation Element

CE-L.3  Encourage agricultural operations such as community farms and 

gardens (especially on City-leased lands) to provide for educational 

experiences which demonstrate the history, importance and value of 

agricultural operations.

Additionally, we propose the following working definitions to provide a 



framework within which the diversity of San Diego’s urban gardeners and 

farmers can be expressed.

Urban Agriculture:  a form of land use practiced for income-earning or 

food-production activities that increase both the amount of fresh fruits and 

vegetables available to people living in cities and the intake of nutritious 

foods among urban consumers. 

 

Community Garden:  a neighborhood-based, small-scale urban agriculture 

activity (primarily focused on fruits, vegetables and flowers) that can 

contribute to community development, environmental awareness, positive 

social interaction, community education and general health.

Community Farm:  a neighborhood-based or regional-based urban 

agriculture activity (primarily focused on food production) that can 

contribute to community development, environmental awareness, positive 

social interaction, community education and general health.

We hope you are as excited as we are about the possibilities this language 

insertion offers to the growing number of San Diegans who are eager to 

cultivate healthier neighborhoods.  As the guiding document for our City’s 

future, we feel that the General Plan is the appropriate vehicle to carry this 

vision.

Please let us know how we can best support you in the process.

With thanks,

Julie Osborn, 4149 6th Ave. #15, San Diego  (District 3)

Ellee Igoe, 3316 B St., San Diego (District 8)

(authors)

Some of our supporters include:

Alliance for a Food Secure San Diego

San Diego Urban Farms

San Diego Food Not Lawns

La Milpa Organica Farm

World Beat Center Children’s Garden 

San Diego Economic Conversion Council

San Diego Permaculture Center


